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Still I Rise
Still I Rise is an emotional-evoking poem written by Maya Angelou (Angelou & Broun 2). I read this poem regularly, and each time I read it, my interpretation of the poem is that it sounds like a beacon of hope to individuals who have faced oppression, maybe from individuals in power. The message of the poem is explicit that irrespective of the degree of oppression or cruelty subjected to people, the victim will one day rise up. I think the poem does not only sound hope to oppressed individuals but also communities and countries that feel cornered by other powerful communities and countries. 
The poem sounds a warning to oppressed individuals, communities, and nations not to give in to any act of injustice, bullying, or torture. Recently, there have been several cases of injustices among individuals or minority groups caused by those in power. Individuals from minority groups may face mistreatment from the police, denial of healthcare services, or denial of other essential services from the majority communities. Therefore, this poem reminds such people not to give in to any form of mistreatment whatsoever because there is hope one day that they will overcome such injustices. This is reaffirmed by Angelou when she states that "You may write me down in history, you may trod me in the very dirt, But still, like dust, I'll rise" (Angelou & Broun 24). These lines imply that despite any form of mistreatment that people may be subjected to, they should not surrender because one day they will overcome. 
In addition, I think the poem is a source of empowerment for individuals who have faced a string of challenges in life. There are individuals who endure several challenges in their upbringing. These individuals are majorly those from families with limited financial resources. Limited financial resources may make it difficult for people to have access to basic needs, like food, shelter, and clothing. Besides, limited financial resources may make it difficult for people to access better education and health services, which may increase their suffering. Also, persons from low-income family backgrounds may face objection and discrimination from well-off individuals. Therefore, this poem seeks to empower such individuals not to give in to such challenges. Rather the poem is an encouragement to such individuals not to let their past define their future. In the poem, Angelou states that "Leaving behind nights of terror and fear, into a daybreak that's wondrously clear, I rise" (Angelou & Broun 32). I believe the author wrote these words to encourage individuals whose past has been challenging not to give up since better days are coming. 
Besides, I think the poem is a warning to people in power and those who oppress others. There are people in power or wealthy people who tend to oppress others or use their positions to benefit themselves at the expense of the minority or those with limited financial resources. Therefore, I think Angelou wrote this poem to sound a warning to such individuals that power is only for some time and that one day the people they oppress will rise from being slaves to become masters.  Some malicious people in power and those with more financial resources will always want to see others, especially those struggling with financial resources, make no steps in life. For example, the author states that "Did you want to see me broken? Weakened by my soulful cries" (Angelou & Broun 43)? Therefore, the author anticipated warning people who do not want other progress that no human being can hold the blessings of another person. 
Conclusively, I think the poem is encouraging people to be fond of themselves.  Angelou encourages people to believe in their potentials and recognize their strengths, appearance and anticipate to rise up from their past. For example, Angelou states that "Does my haughtiness offend you? Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines, Diggin' in my own backyard" (Angelou & Broun 50). This means that she valued and appreciated herself, and thus she also encourages other people to appreciate themselves and their potentials or appearance.  Besides, Angelou encourages individuals to be perseverant, irrespective of the challenges they face. The journey to success is not always smooth, and people have to face many challenges that try to hold them back. However, Angelou encourages people to persevere through these challenges because they will ultimately rise up. 
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